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ABSTRACT 

Examines the evolution of the Educational Resources 
Information Center (ERIC) , Presents an overview of the ERIC system. Discusses 
ERIC's historical development, including the three "signature strategies" at 
the core of its historical evolution; ERIC's redesign in 1986-87, and 
resultant policy emphases; current status; and eight initiatives for the 
future. ( AEF) 
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F or the past 25 years, the Educational 
Resources Information Center 
(ERIC) has provided users with access 
to the education literature through its 
extensive database, publications, and 
user services. This article describes the 
evolution of ERIC and discusses 
changes in its mission and operating 
polices at three critical phases: at its 
creation; following the ERIC Redesign 
Study of 1987; and now, as it plans for 
its second quarter-century of operations 
amidst radical education reform and 
dramatic technological change. 

In 1992, the U.S. Department of 
Education will be holding a competition 
for new 5-vear contracts to operate the 
ERIC Clearinghouses, now 16 in num- 
ber. To ensure a spirited competition, 
and to ensure that the new ERIC Clear- 
inghouse tasks incorporate both tradi- 
tional activities (such as database 
building) and new initiatives such as 
those described later in this article (e.g., 
electronic and optical full-text document 
dissemination), the Education Depart- 
ment invites interested readers to sub- 
mit comments and suggestions about 
current and future ERIC products and 
services. 

An Overview of ERIC 

The Educational Resources Information 
Center (ERIC) is a nationwide informa- 
tion system sponsored and supported 
by the U.S. Department of Education's 
Office of Educational Research and Im- 
provement (OERI). ERIC was founded, 
in the mid-1960s, for the purpose of 
achieving bibliographic control over the 
report literature produced by the 
department and its many contractors. 
ERIC has since expanded to cover the 
education-related document and journal 
article literature wnerever it is pro- 
duced. ERIC collects, analyzes, catalogs, 
indexes, abstracts or annotates, and 
makes available documentary informa- 
tion from public, private, local, state, 
federal, and international sources. 

The decentralized structure of ERIC 



consists of a policy-making and 
-monitoring federal program office in 
the U.S. Department of Education 
(commonly referred to as Central ERIC), 
16 subject-specific ERIC Clearinghouses 
(aided by a small number of volunteer 
Adjunct Clearinghouses), and three 
technical support contractors. Each 
Gearinghouse is responsible for collect- 
ing the literature within a major seg- 
ment of the field of education. The 
technical support contractors are (a) the 
ERIC Processing and Reference Facility 
(for database building); (b) the ERIC 
Document Reproduction Service 
(EDRS) (for microfiche and document 
delivery); and (c) ACCESS ERIC (for 
systemwide publications, outreach, 
marketing, and referral services). 

ERIC's most well-known product is 
undoubtedly its bibliographic education 
database— the world's largest— which 
contains approximately 730,000 records 
(over 310,000 documents and 420,000 
journal articles). ERIC actively solicits 
for this database technical reports, con- 
ference proceedings and papers, cur- 
riculum materials, evaluation and policy 
studies, and many other kinds of 
documents, serving all levels of the 
educational community from the prac- 
titioner to the researcher. Items entering 
the database are announced, as appro- 
priate, in one of ERIC's two monthly 
printed abstract journals: Resources in 
Education , covering documents; and 
Current Index to Journals in Education, 
covering journal articles. The database 
is available for computer searching via 
both online vendors (e.g., DIALOG, 
OCLC, and BR5) and CD-ROM ven- 
dors (e.g., SilverPlatter, DIALOG). 

Some 98% of the documents collected 
by ERIC are archived on microfiche and 
made available to libraries and users by 
EDRS on a subscription basis or an on- 
demand basis. Some 80% of the journal 
articles selected by ERIC are available 
from standard reprint sources, such as 
University Microfilms International. 

In addition to building the world's 



premier education-related bibliographic 
database, the ERIC components pro- 
duce many publications of their own. 
The Clearinghouses prepare various 
syntheses, interpretive summaries, 
state-of-the-art reviews, annotated 
bibliographies, and digests. The support 
contractors produce a variety of direc- 
tories. calendars, indexes, newsletters, 
and other reference tools. 

Phase I— Historical Development 

In the late 1950s and early 1960s, the 
U.S. Office of Education found itsell" 
faced with a proliferation of unpub- 
lished reports emanating from mcreased 
federal funding of research, exemplary 
programs, and demonstration projects. 
The first gropings for a solution to the 
problem— a system to track and dis- 
seminate federally sponsored research 
papers— can be found in concept and 
feasibility studies dating back to 1960. 
For example, the first efforts to concep- 
tualize an ERIC thesaurus , a subject- 
indexing authority for such a future 
system, occurred in 1961. The concept 
of an ERIC system— combining docu- 
ment collection, indexing, and archiv- 
ing— began to gel during this period; 
however, ERIC's gestation proved to be 
quite long. It wasn't until 1964 that an 
actual embryonic organizational unit 
called ERIC appeared within the Office 
of Education, and it wasn’t until 1966 
that the first 12 ERIC Gearinghouses 
and a central editorial and computer 
processing facility were established. In 
November 1966, the first issue of ERIC's 
abstract journal, then called Research in 
Education , appeared, creating a con- 
venient milestone from which to count 
future anniversaries. 

In 1967, an additional 6 Clearing- 
houses were established, for a total of 
18. Since then, the number has fluctu- 
ated in response to needs and priorities. 
There have been a total of 23 different 
ERIC Gearinghouses, but the number 
has currently stabilized at 16. Also in 
19t>7, the word Research in ERIC's name 
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was changed to Resources, reflecting the 
emerging recognition that research 
results were not the only bibliographical 
resources that ERIC was going to collect. 

Many of ERJC's basic organizing prin- 
ciples, still in use today, were deter- 
mined very early in its life and reflect the 
careful planning of the founders. Much 
of the historical evolution of ERIC can be 
traced to the following three "signa- 
ture" strategies: 

• Decentralized structure. Unlike the 
other monolithic government iniorma- 
tion centers that might have served as 
its model, ERIC decided to adopt a 
decentralized model. Education in the 
United States was, and still is, a decen- 
tralized enterprise, with power dis- 
persed to the states and localities, pro- 
fessional associations, and teachers 
unions. Information was being devel- 
oped at all these levels, and a monolithic 
information center in Washington was 
not felt to be the best way to keep 
abreast of such a diffuse and dispersed 
community. Instead, a system of sep- 
arate "Clearinghouses" was concep- 
tualized, each concentrating on a major 
sector of the field of education and each 
bearing responsibility for acquiring the 
documentation of that subfield and for 
interacting with that particular part of 
the educational community. 

The same decentralized structure per- 
tains todav, and it has served ERIC well 
in coping with the many constituencies 
that compose the field of education. 
Though decentralization is not without 
special problems of coordination and 
duplication caused by the geographi- 
cally separated system components, on 
balance, the increased breadth of cov- 
erage, the diversity of contacts, and the 
variety of points of view represented 
have been ultimately assessed as 
strengths that outweigh the operational 
problems. 

• "Leveraging" of private sector for 
database dissemination . Always modestly 
budgeted, ERIC was from the beginning 
forced to involve the private sector in an 
effort to "leverage" various dissemina- 
tion products and services. ERIC had 
enough funds to create its bibliographic 
database, but not enough to invest in 
the necessary research and develop- 
ment to create all the products and ser- 
vices that could be derived from the 
database. 

The micrographics contractor (EDRS), 
commercial publishers, and the online 
and CD-ROM vendors are all examples 
of organizations that provide ERIC 



products and services to the public, at 
no charge to the government. ERIC, in 
effect, gives these organizations a 
license to, in the first case, microfilm 
ERIC documents; in the second case, 
publish the ERIC Thesaurus and Current 
Index to Journals ni Education; and, in the 
third case, include the ERIC database in 
commercial information retrieval sys- 
tems. The organizations provide ser- 
vices and market products to the public, 
recovering their costs and making a 
profit in the process; the users, in turn, 
pay for what they specifically want, but 
pay no subsidy in tax dollars. 

"Leveraging" is evident, to some ex- 
tent, even in the Clearinghouse con- 
tracts, where the host organization 
holding the Clearinghouse contract 
typically provides some services (e.g.. 
in-kind personnel, printing, and equip- 
ment) above and beyond those strictly 
required by the contract. 

• Document delivery as an essential ser- 
vice. The first ERIC contract, before any 
of the Clearinghouses, established the 
EDRS. This is an indication of how 
crucial the early planners viewed docu- 
ment delivery. Unlike many informa- 
tion systems, which simply tell users 
about the existence of an item without 
solving the problem of obtaining a copy, 
ERIC wanted to be able to actually 
deliver the vast majority of the items it 
announced. Partly this stance was dic- 
tated by the fugitive nature of the report 
literature. If ERIC had not offered 
availability, the problems and frustra- 
tions of the users in this area would 
probably have led to more criticism than 
any system could bear. Be that as it may, 
ERIC was founded on the principle of 
closing the loop for the user as much as 
possible. 

The nearly 900 ERIC microfiche collec- 
tions that exist around the world, built 
up regularly through annual subscrip- 
tions, together with the ready on- 
demand availability of microfiche and 
reproduced paper copy documents 
from the EDRS, represent one of the 
strongest links in the ERIC chain of 
services. 

While structural decentralization, 
private sector leveraging, and guaran- 
teed document delivery are perhaps the 
major basic strategies of ERIC, there are 
several lesser strategies that might be 
mentioned: 

• The bibliographic database as a fun- 
damental foundation for the system, on 
which most other products and services 
are built and connected in some way. 



• Primary coverage devoted to that 
part of the educational Literature that is 
not handled adequately by anybody else 
(e.g., the report fugitive/grav literature, 
encompassing such things as contractor 
reports, conference papers, and cur- 
riculum materials but generally not in- 
cluding the commercially published 
book literature). 

• Relevance to all levels of the educa- 
tional community, from the teacher con- 
cerned with tomorrow's lesson to the 
professor engaged in research. This im- 
plies an acquisitions net that is cast 
widely and that encompasses both the 
theoretical and the practical. 

• A wide distribution of ERIC infor- 
mation, including the regular education 
community (teachers, administrators, 
researchers, counselors, students, etc.) 
as well as parents, policymakers, and 
the media, at the lowest possible cost. 

• A database that changes in re- 
sponse to changing conditions. ERIC's 
acquisitions and selection criteria have 
been modified over time in response to 
new priorities (e.g., the inclusion of 
machine-readable data files), and new 
fields have been added to improve 
searchabilitv and discrimination (e.g.. 
Publication Type, Target Audience). In 
1990, the full text of certain selected 
documents (i.e., ERIC Digests) became 
available to online users. 

Phase II— The ERIC Redesign 

In 1986-1987 there occurred perhaps the 
single most significant event in the 
development of ERIC since its birth. 
This was the ERIC Redesign Study, a 
top-to-bottom examination that in- 
volved the internal staff at the Depart- 
ment of Education, an outside panel of 
reviewers, and numerous critiques from 
the field. This intense examination of 
ERIC culminated in a widely discussed 
paper titled "ERIC in Its Third Decade" 
(Bencivenga, 1987). Later that year, on 
July 30, 1987, the House Subcommittee 
on Select Education sponsored the first 
oversight hearings on ERIC (ED 
287 519). As a result of these activities, 
three main policy emphases were iden- 
tified for ERIC's immediate future: 

• ERIC products and services should 
become more widely used and 
available. 

• ERIC should become better inte- 
grated into OERI's mission of gathering, 
analyzing, and reporting information on 
the status and condition of American 
education. 

• ERIC should serve a wider, more 
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diverse audience, including policy- 
makers, journalists, practitioners, and 
tne general public. 

Some of the strategies for accom- 
plishing these goals included the 
following: 

• ACCESS ERIC, the first new 
system component in over two decades, 
to serve as an outreach arm for ERIC, 
strengthening marketing, publicity, 
advertisi:* ^ and public relations, and 
helping to actively disseminate ERIC's 
products and services (call 
1-800-USE-ERIC). 

• Adjunct Clearingho’ ises as an aid to 
achieving better coverage of the 
literature and as a source of volunteer 
financial support. (ERIC now has Ad- 
junct Clearinghouses in the areas of 
Literacy Education for Limited-English- 
Proficient Adults, Art Education, U.S.- 
Japan Studies, Compensatory Educa- 
tion. and Consumer Education.) 

• ERIC Partners as an attempt to 
muitiplv ERIC's dissemination efforts 
and to achieve a wider audience via the 
martialing of its major users. The im- 
proved integration of ERIC with OERI's 
other major programs, such as the 
Research and Development Centers and 
the Regional Educational Laboratories, 
has also received attention. The ERIC 
Clearinghouses are now actively pro- 
ducing publications in partnership with 
these units; the flow of products from 
these units to the ERIC database is now 
routinized; and ERIC, the Labs, and the 
Centers now regularly participate in 
joint planning and dissemination 
activities. 

Current Status 

Federal funding for the ERIC program 
in rec°nt years has been approximately 
$6.5 million per fiscal year, With this 
sum, ERIC supports 16 Clearinghouse 
contractors, three support contractors, 
and various other systemwide services 
such as printing. ERIC has established 
and maintains a network of over 1,600 
acquisition arrangements with organiza- 
tions that regularly send ERIC their 
education-related output; similarly. 
ERIC's over 500 Partners routinely 
receive and redistribute ERIC materials 
to their own members. 

In 1991, the ERIC system: 

• Acquired and indexed 30,000 new 
items for the ERIC database (13,000 
documents and 17,000 journal articles); 

• Responded to over 100,000 infor- 
mation requests from the public; 

• Cooperated with public and private 



information vendors to apply new 
technologies (e.g,, CD-ROM, online 
education services) to disseminate key 
materials to educators (some estimated 
ERIC database usage statistics for the 
year are 100,000 users from 90 countries 
using 100,000 hours of connect time in 
performing 450,000 online searches and 
subscribing to some 3,000 ERlC-on- 
CD-ROM retrieval systems); 

• Established and maintained part- 
nerships with over 500 educational 
organizations; 

• Produced over 200 publications, 
over a million copies of which were 
disseminated to diverse audiences; 

• Produced and sold over 17 million 
microfiche and paper copies of ERIC 
documents; 

• Distributed Resources in Education 
(via the Government Printing Office) 
and Current Index to Journals in Education 
(via Oryx Press) to (between them) over 
3,000 subscribers, over 1,000 U.S. De- 
pository Libraries, and (via the Library 
of Congress) nearly 85 foreign govern- 
ments and institutions; and, 

• Regularly provided materials to 
over 900 information centers (nearly 800 
in the United States and 120 spread 
across 24 other countries) that maintain 
extensive microfiche collections or per- 
form computer searches of the ERIC 
database for clients. 

Phase III— Eight Initiatives for the 
Future 

The recompetition of the ERIC Clear- 
inghouses in 1987 became a vehicle to 
implement several of the recommenda- 
tions that emerged from the redesign 
study; similarly, the upcoming 1992 
Clearinghouse competition will estab- 
lish some of the new tasks and direc- 
tions that will characterize the ERIC pro- 
gram as it enters its second quarter- 
century of service. Eight program- 
improvement initiatives— some of 
which are underway while others are 
purely conceptual at this stage— are 
discussed below. These initiatives have 
many different origins, ranging from re- 
cent program staff and field-initiated 
suggestions and activities to long- 
standing debates about the nature and 
reach of ERIC. 

1. ERIC in the Schools and 
Community— Achieving the National 
Education Goals. In its quarter-century 
history, ERIC has evolved into a com- 
prehensive system widely recognized as 
the premier source of information for 
planning education activities, develop- 



ing new programs, carrying out re- 
search, and making program decisions. 
The ERIC Clearinghouses are now giv- 
ing priority to the identification, 
development, and dissemination of 
high-quality' materials pertaining to the 
six national education goals. 

The individual school is the key site of 
education reform. The surest wav to 
reform education is to give teachers, 
principals, and parents the authority 
and responsibility to make important 
decisions about how the school will 
operate. If site-based management and 
restructuring are to succeed, and if the 
nation is to make significant progress in 
achieving the six goals adopted by the 
president and the governors, local 
educators must have ready access to 
research and instructional information 
to make rational decisions leading to 
school improvement. ERIC has alreadv 
begun to work with a number of schools 
implementing school-based manage- 
ment to assure that critical information 
is available from which to make in- 
formed decisions, e.g., ERIC on CD- 
ROM, an EDR5 collection of ERIC 
documents on microfiche, full-text CD- 
ROM products if available, and access 
to other key education information 
sources. 

By 1993, schools and communities 
throughout the country— including 
public schools, private schools, and 
business-supported academies and skill 
clinics— will be considering how they 
might become New American Schools 
and America 2000 Communities. ERIC 
will provide access— through its 
database, publications, new full-text 
products, and other means— to the most 
current information possible (including 
but not limited to World Class Stan- 
dards for the core educational areas, ex- 
emplary curricular and program ma- 
terials, new assessment instruments, 
and current research findings) directly 
to schools, communities, "design 
teams" funded by the New American 
Schools Corporation, governors' acade- 
mies, and other institutions partic 
pating in the remaking of the America: ■ 
education enterprise. 

2. Full-text delivery of education 
materials. Long discussed in the ERIC 
system, some first steps have recently 
been taken to provide full-te v t access to 
selected materials. The ERiC Digests 
Online (EDO) full-text file— now avail- 
able online through DIALOG and GTE 
Education Services— is one such 
example. 
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' Also, ERIC has been working with a 
major information company to develop 
a prototype CD-ROM product contain- 
ing the full text of hundreds of key 
education documents and journal ar- 
ticles, as well as complete issues of ap- 
proximately 100 core education journals, 
The "Compact ERIC" is envisioned as 
containing the most important, sig- 
nificant, and useful documents and ar- 
ticles announced in ERIC. These 
materials are essentially of two types. 
First, there are major policy and goals 
papers, commission reports, ED 
publications, evaluation reports, and 
research syntheses. Second, the Com- 
pact ERIC will also contain the best 
items in ERIC intended for practical use 
by teachers, principals, school district 
administrators, curriculum coor- 
dinators, guidance counselors, other 
school professionals, and parents, in- 
cluding carefully selected teaching- 
reiated materials, theory-m to- practice 
research results, curricular and class- 
room materials, and reference and 
resource guides. The prototype, which 
provided about 75,000 CD-ROM-stored 
page images cross-indexed to the 
ERIC database, has recently been field 
tested. 

3. Diversification of funding sources. 
ERIC has long recognized the desirabil- 
ity of obtaining continued support frofn 
other components both within and out- 
side ED. Adjunct Clearinghouses, a few 
of which are already supported by fund- 
ing from other parts of the zrtment 
and foundations, are one manifestation 
of how outside support can be used. 
However, ERIC may also seek support 
from specific program offices, within ED 
and elsewhere, to help subsidize ex- 
panded coverage and comprehensive- 
ness in topic areas of interest to those 
programs and their constituents. In ad- 
dition, ERIC is pursuing some options 
by which reasonable usage tees can be 
collected from online vendors, CD- 
ROM vendors, and other commercial 
purveyors of the ERIC database to the 
public (in the past, ERIC has charged no 
fees or royalties for use of its database). 

4. Coverage and delivery of nonprint 
materials. ERIC has, with some excep- 
tions, concentrated on the document 
and journal literature. While ERIC has 
paid increasing attention in recent years 
to identifying and indexing some of the 
major education databases, questions 
remain about what ERIC's role should 
be in acquiring, indexing and even 
disseminating nonprint materials, in- 



cluding but not limited to videotapes, 
multimedia packages, computer disk- 
ettes, CD-ROMs, interactive laserdiscs, 
etc. While it is dear that ERIC could pay 
increasing attention to indexing such 
materials, cost-effective procedures for 
copying and disseminating them (even 
assuming copyright permission) appear 
much more problematic. 

5. Expanded international activities. 
ERIC has been planning or participating 
in several activities designed both to ex- 
pand the overseas dissemination of 
U. 5. -developed education information 
and to broaden our access to toreign- 
produced materials. Some activities and 
ideas for the greater internationalization 
of ERIC include cooperative work now 
underway with the International Asso- 
ciation of Universities and UNESCO to 
develop a worldwide bibliography of 
higher education materials; discussions 
with the United States Information 
Agency and the Agency for Interna- 
tional Development on ways to make 
ERIC materials available to developing 
nations (all overseas British Council 
libraries already have ERIC available on 
CD-ROM); cooperating with ERIC- 
equivalent organizations in other 
English-speaking countries to develop 
an integrated database; and establishing 
ERIC nodes on the major international 
computer networks (e.g. BITNET, IN- 
TERNET) to facilitate document and in- 
formation exchange. 

6. ERIC research and development part- 
ners. While many commercial and 
academic organizatons use ERIC prod- 
ucts for their own purposes, few have 
established any meaningful collabora- 
tive R&D projects with the ERIC 
system. Over 125 documents, articles, 
and study reports about the ERIC 
system have been produced in the past 
6 years, but they are rarely done in col- 
laboration or even consultation with 
either OERI or the ERIC components. 
This element of collaboration would be 
a valuable step toward ensuring that 
research and development activities 
related to ERIC products and services 
will have a direct and positive effect on 
improving access and use of education 
information in the schools. In conjunc- 
tion with the ERIC system components, 
ERIC "R&D" Partners" can help to 
develop targeted new products and ser- 
vices, applications of new technologies 
to improve the selective dissemination 
of education information, and enhanced 
coverage of the education field. 

7. Greater comprehensiveness of 



coverage. With its limited resources, 
ERIC Clearinghouses have always had 
to make difficult decisions about which 
documents and journal articles would 
be indexed for inclusion in the ERIC 
database. For instance, though Current 
Index to journals in Education claims to 
cover about 800 journals, very few of 
those are actually indexed cover to 
cover. Most journals are indexed selec- 
tively; that is, not all of the education- 
related articles will be cited in the ERIC 
database. We are contemplating the 
establishment of a list of "core jour- 
nals"— perhaps 100 or so— that will be 
indexed cover to cover in the future. A 
related issue concerns the monographic 
book literature, that is, materials 
generally produced commercially and 
accessible through library card catalogs: 
Should ERIC pay increasing attention to 
indexing such materials? If so, which? 

8. Value-added services. In preparing 
the prototype Compact ERIC full-text 
product on CD-ROM, ERIC Clearing- 
houses were asked to determine which 
materials from the ERIC database 
should be included in a highly selective 
compilation of practice- and policy- 
oriented materials. On an ongoing 
basis, the Clearinghouses are continu- 
ing to identify these "best" materials. 
Haw can ERIC most constructively con- 
tinue this emphasis on assessing the 
quality of documents and journal ar- 
ticles selected for the database? 

Summary 

The eight initiatives described above are 
far more than a wish list. Considerable 
thinking, planning, and resources have 
already gone into some of these initia- 
tives. Nevertheless, for the most part, 
these initiatives are not yet formally part 
of the required work of the ERIC Clear- 
inghouses, nor have final policy deci- 
sions been made about many of them. 
Before these new directions are formal 1 ; ■ 
incorporated into the scopes of work of 
the ERIC components— in particular, as 
part of the new Clearinghouse contracts 
that will be issued in 1992— we are seek- 
ing feedback from interested and in- 
formed ERIC users: researchers, librari- 
ans, educators and policymakers. In 
particular, we are interested in re- 
sponses to the following two questions: 
• What suggestions do you have to 
improve current ERIC products and ser- 
vices? In general, how satisfied are you 
with the ERIC database and related 
products, ERIC publications, and ERIC 
user services? 
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• What suggestions do you have tor 
the future expansion or enhancement of 
the ERIC program? Which of the in- 
itiatives described above seem par- 
ticularly worthwhile, and which seem 
problematic? 

Comments should be directed to: Dr. 
Robert M. Stonehill, Director, ERIC Pro- 
gram, U.S. Department of Education 
OERI, 555 New Jersey Ave., NW, 
Washington, DC 20208-5720. 

Many documents have been written 
about ERIC. Every 3 years the ERIC 
Processing and Reference Facility issues 
a "Bibliography of Publications About 
ERIC" (free on request). Through 1988, 



407 publications dealing with ERIC have 
been cited. The following references 
provide a concise but complete picture 
of ERIC to date: Brandhorst, 1990; 
Hoover and Brandhorst, 1982; Officeof 
Educational Research and Improve- 
ment, 1991, U.5. Congress, 1987; 
Stonehill, 1990; and Trester, 1979. 
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Robert M. Stonehill is director of ERIC 
(his address appears at the end ofthearhcle). 
Ted Brandhorst is director , ERIC 
Processing and Reference Facility, 2 440 
Research Bird., Suite 400, Rockville, MD 
20850-3238. 



Correction 

A correction should be noted in 
the Statements of Purpose for 
AERA Journals, which appeared 
in the last issue. Only one editor 
will be receiving feature articles 
for Educational Researcher after July 
31, 1992. He is Robert Floden, and 
his address appears correctly in 
the Statements of Purpose. 



A Special Notice 
About the 
May Issue 

The next issue of ER will be 
mailed about the middle of May. 
It will contain the call for pro- 
posals for the 1993 Annual Meet- 
ing in Atlanta, April 12-16. 
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